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I could, perchance, at twenty-fou- r

Have offered heart and hand to any
But nineteen nunoreu oarrea tne aoor

Of leap year privilege to Fanny.

Mot in a hundred years before

"It Is true," said he. "that I bad not
Intend. d to tell ii Nevertheless 1

Will (In so."
She would have assured him that I'

Was not necessary, but he had glroodj
thrust his hand Into the pile of manu
Scripts, newspapers and lOOOS she, ts

upon his desk and had found a clip-
ping which ho gate to Miss Temple.

"Oh. I've Keen this!" she cried after
a hasty ghi rice This paper offers a
prize of 900 fnlnOBS for the best fore
cast of the yen: I do hope you'll win

Had eve's poor daughtera thus been cheated;
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Mot till they count two hundred mom
Can liKe defrauding be repeated.

Oh. what a moat unlucKy year
That yaw my baby eye? I

But vain the moan and weaK the tear
And fooiivh all thin bitter thinking I

Let me be brave 1 The proverb say
In worda designed for maids unhappy,

UHe me, accursed with weight of days,
That faint heart never won a chappie.

bave decided that this prize will be
won by some special exercise of fore
sight in a particular direction. No man
ran write a history of the minor events
of human progress a year In advance
of their occurrence, but In the larger
affairs which affect the destiny of the
whole world a careful student should
at least have an Intelligent opinion
Cow. the political and Indeed the social

fortunes of the world today undoubted
iy depend chiefly ujmju two nations
Bog land and ltussia. Of course we
will admit that Oeruiany may"

"Now. George interrupted Miss
Temple, raising her BogOT, "I haven't
given months to the study of tbil QUI is

tion. but I know what Is the greatest
nation in the world, and If you're look

Ing for something to happen, look west
ward!"

Lawrence put the tips of his fingers
together with an air of wisdom

The I'nited States are great." he
said, "but they are still in the Sgg, so
to speak They will develop some
(1 iv. thongh whether, as a democracy
they can ever become a world power I

am very much In doubt. In tin- - lirs;
place, they nre a commercial and not
a warlike people."

"Well, upon my word!" exclaimed
Miss Temple That's a nice thing for
an Rngllahmafl u say!"

"Of COQrOe,M he said blandly, "there
Is at present some small friction with
Spain over the Cuban question"

"Willi Spain!" she crhtl. "I could
laugh. Just giro me a pad and I'll
write a prophet y for you, telling what
we'll do to Spain."

She seized n pari from the desk.
"When do you think this war will

break out?" he asked, smiling.
"Well, the I'.Mh of April Is a pretty

good day." said she, with a sudden
memory of Iwington, "and It might
wind up on the Fourth of July."

"The Spanish Invasion" he began,
with a laugh.

"Nonsense:" she exclaimed. "They'll

The nm.irt nut In interested Jut n.w 1

he approaching visit of the Karl uui
if QfOtML The aauatSOBBountem Temple of I'hlladelphlu nml In

a treat henuty. The earl hlm.self has
Some rt pvitt- - for looka, huvlng been calleil
the hunJ.son.t man In HtiRllMh aoclety,
but hts ehtof claim to distinction la as a
prophet lie first won this fume by a
Oupcrnatiirallv a. curate predli lion of the
BpunljUi-Ai- rl. an war. In which, among
Other womb Th, he for-tob- l the (bite of the

aval battle of S.intlaKo within one day.
paragraph has npieared In

THIS papers of into, and in
l can aee tbt uobie carl

feuding it and gnashing his
teet h. In private ho disclaims all cred-
it (or discredit) for the Spanish Amer-
ican bullaeys shot, and Jnatly, to. an I

ahull show; yet oven In England, wbote
the facts should ho well known, his
Dame perpetually culls up the memory
of that mireculoua feat When i know
this nan ha was plain Qeorge Law
Cenoe, with uo reasonable expectation
Of a title. Bxpoctation of money he
did Indeed have, and he might have
lived in luxury by discounting his
prosper! s

Indeed, his cousin. Arthur Lawrence,
a man of means and of growing polit-
ical importance, would have advanced
him any reasonable sum without in-

terest, hut the most that OoOrgC would
ever accept from him was a corner of
the library In his residence. This was
screened off as (Joorgo's workshop, and
there ho wrote ponderous articles which
were quite readily taken by newspa-
pers and magazines, but the prices
were so monger and ;Hrpe's method
of work was so distressingly slow that
he earned only a bare living.

The Lawrence house was a likely
place to meet smart Americans so-

journing In London, and many of the
better sort. too. the people of real con-

sequence in the world, foe lira, Lnw-rone-

though of Kngltsh birth, had
Spent hot girlhood in Philadelphia,
Thus it happened that when some of
ihe Philadelphia Temples were in I,ou

ty curling tongs and powder puff,

ty ribbons, lace and lihe delusions
5hould be artillery enough

With Luck today to try conclusions.

IGHT surnrnerf long have dragged since I

ft ?et slip my leap year right of wooing j

As brighter,? now the Mew Year cKv
I b?rt&o to be up and doing.

Then, be he young or somewhat gray
(In charms I'm sure that I shall match him.

The bachelor first seen today
I think perhaps I'll try to catch him.

Be stern, my heart, and fear to spare IA bashful la;;s If) r;incty-$i- x,

Adored by bashful beaux
I wouivi not in the man hunt mix.

In firmness let not steel outrank you.
Let him escape us? Let him dare I

ry candid looking glass. I thank you.
BSDOoFor. ?rrw, methought, I'm only twenty)

P. J. TAMSEY.

IIP. Vl.uTK I'ONDKIlonH AJlTICLFS

It. But It's su h a te rribly long time
lo Wait. The predictions will lie In a

Mfe a whole year, and even after they
are opened it will probably take your
slow English editors year more to
dec ide Which Is the best. 1 shouldn't
bave the patience."

'They'll not be so slow as that." said
he. "A few weeks will suffice, 1 should
suppose. And so In thirteen months
from today I shall know my fate. A

THE ORIGIN Or
NEW YEiR'S DAY

THE VERY BEST
HE COULD DO

The bookkeeper was worried New
Year's day had come and gone, and yet
tbe struggling and ambitious young
man had not been patted on the back
and told that his salary was to be
advanced several hundred dollars.

He couldn't make It out. Something
must be wrong, i'erhaps he bad beeo
overlooked.

Bettering such to be the ease, he
posted himself where the head of the
firm could uot and did not fail to see

New Vein's day a a holiday was In

rented. liUe so many other lasting In

stitutions, by the patricians of ancient
Homo. Though its significance has
changed, its customs remain practically
what they were before imperial Ossaai
died and turned to clay. Nobis Ib
mans on the 1st day of January In the
year 1 A. I. arrayed themselves In

Clean shirts and togas and sallied forth
to greet their Julias and Cnlpnrnlas
with as much assurance us the you
American of the hist decade, la IhU
bat and frock coat. atartad on h - roum
of New Year's calls

The Romana, too. hud their dnb
and on New Yeur's duy their side

of Romulus, but It was not unto tne
reformation of the calendar by Julius
Ctisar that Jan. 1 became the fixed
date of this event On this day the
priests sacrificed to Janus on twelve
altars, from which sacrifices they drew
prognostications for the ensuing twelve
months. The practices of exchanging
gifts and visits and ulmost all the New-Year'-

day customs ns we know them
wen gradually Incorporated Into the
feast of Janus and Strenia.

The sacred mistletoe, used by us as a

Christmas decoration and as an excuse
for amenities not permitted at other
seasons, was contribution of the
Druids to the BomUO New Year fes-

tival.
With the fall of the Roman empire

snd the subsequent dissemination of
Roman CUStOUM throughout Kurope by
the barbarian conquerors New Year's
day came to be universally observed,
different tribes adding to or subtract-
ing fnm the accessories to make them
BCCOrd with their own mythology.

In the middle rvrs. particularly after
the Introduction (,f the Gregorian cal-

endar, the church begun to inane the
general obnerrunce of the day until
now it is ;i djotinctly "hrisii m botkbij

A. W. FSRR1N
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EE WATCHED HEE WITH AMUSEMENT AS SHE SCRIBELED HER WAR TROPHECY.

Johnny' ltNot .

n wns dining nt the home of his
best girl on New Year's day. and ev-

erything miu'lit have paaeed off nil
right If he hadn't said to ber little
brother:

"Well. Johnny, did you make some
pond resolutions today?"

"Yes. sir." replid the boy. MI asked
sister to tell me of a good resolution
to nnke. and she said If I'd resolve to
keep out of the parlor tonight for about
five minutes he'd mal e j on propose or
know the ruaeou why."

1 mm

careful consideration of my prospects
leads me to anticipate thai J shall need
StOO goineaa just as badly a year hence
ns I do DOW. I really hope to win this
prize. I fancy that most of the com

potitors will be women It is usually ao
and. pardon me for mentioning It.

women always guess. They rarely ar
rive at a conclusion as tbe result of
methodical reasoning."

"That never worries me." she re
torted, "so long as 1 arrive. That's the

ONE 9 THE SURPRISES

OF tbe GLAD NEW YEAR

kHE new year comet,
The old year goes.
Tis leap year once again.

Ah me," said she,
'Should girls propose

Or uail to bear irom men?"

"TAKE IT. klY B "

him when he entered the building one
morning, and QeOfgC's bair curled with
pleasure When he was summoned t
tbe office ten minutes later.

"We bave entered upon n new year,
George." begun the senior partner.

"W are have, air," was tbe hesitating
reply.

"During the past year I have no-

ticed your diligence and attention to
business. QeorgO."

"Y yes. sir."
"And I am going to do something for

yon. It Is not as much as I could wish,
but Just now It Is the best I cau da
I know yon will appreciate It."

1- -1 will, sir."
"Here, (Ieorge. are the paper trans-

ferring my interest In this house to
you from this date, and on your part
you agree to pay me tne weekly salary
you nre now receiving. Take It. my
boy. nml pay the debts, and do the
worrying, and run behind every year,
and put In your time for OOtblOg. and
may heaven bave mercy on your aoull"

A. II LEWIS.

don they were very much at home at
the Lawrence residence, and (ieorge
fell in love with Bditfa Temple.

It was a hasty act for QeOTSje. A

month after their first Beetlns n ra:in
Wltli only half an eye might have SCefl

that Miss Temple was very mtieh In
love with Qaorgn. and. as she h:;d
plenty of money to carry them along
Until his own Inheritance should fall
In. It was foolish of them to waste
their time. But Qeofft Wng Incapable
of innmiiiing dependence upon any oth-

er parse than his own. and so be bid
no choice, hut must wait for the fam-

ily fortune, arblCI was Uxed for life In

the prip of an old uncle.
Matter! were la this state on the Inst

day of the year liS'JT. It fmf afternoon,
and ( Ieorge was at work In his accus
touted place when he was Interrupted
by s tapping on the screen. fJeorge
knew who was there even before she
touched the screen with her gloved
C: . - He had felt her approach
while she was traversing all tbe length
Of the library.

Qoorgt. had a way of sliding farther
and farther under his desk while be
Was at work, and bis chair and his
leg would often be so entangled In

reference books which he bad been
Oalng that he required sevetal roln-nte- s

to free himself.
Herein lies the reason why Miss

temple stood beside (Ieorge while be
Was atlll making cautious attempts to
fls and rec-iv- her. He humbly beg
s;! her pardon, and she gave him ber
band to kiss In token of forgiveness.
And at that moment she saw a page
before him on which be bad written
averal memoranda, each faring a

number. She did not catch the Import
Of any of them.

"What sre those things. (Jorge?"
abe gamed, "iood resolutio n for the
Dew year?"

He smiled somewhat myster iously.
The essen:i:il of every good resolu-

tion Is foresi-ht.- " said he. "So many
Of us Justify ourselves against tempta
dons which are highly Improbable and
then are ensnared by others which,
though of tbe commonest sort, we have

neglected to anticipate."
"Speaking of temptation, I asked yon

sjrhst you were writing, and If you
hare any temptstloo to tell bm you're

never get ashore. We shall sink aM

their s'.iips In the Atlantic ocean."
"Some of tl ni are In the IVielMc."

tie objected.
"We'll leave them there!" she cried

We'll stilt them first We'll sink
them on th I9tfa of April and the otb
m oo the Fourth of .July."

"You car. get their names from
this." he s.ild. taking down a naval
annual, and he Watched her With great
KmUOemeni as she scribbled ber ti"ry
war prophecy.

They had great fun reading It wliep
it was done. Miss Temple very clever-

ly agpreeeed it la ;ui excellent parody
of George's ponderous and careful
itjrle. and si fell rather proud of ber
work ns a literary effort.

Three days later Mlaa Temple ggala
visited OeOfga in his "workshop." She
found him standing like a statue, star
lOOJ ol n bit of manuscript as if be in
tended to eat It.

"What is that. George?" tne Inquired
He passed his hand nervously over

Ids forehead; then he suddenly began
to paw furiously over the papers on
his desk.

"Miss Temple." be said at last, "this
is my prophecy. There there la but
oic poooftHo axpla nation of tbio tu!i
amazing plu oomenon. Yours is miss
ing. We have put It Into that envelope
instead of mine."

"You don't mean that you've sent
it?" she almost screamed. "That rldlc
glow nonsense! (Hi. how utterly ah
surd: And your name Is with It:
f ieorge. what can I ever do to atone
fQg ttds?"

There Is no doubt that this terrible
calamity bfOUgl I them nearer togeth-
er and groatIf teued their engige
ment, which was Announced about i
month later. I had the pleasure of
oongratnatttug 11 m e, but 1 left Bus.
land soon r nl so missed the

reat delight lMng with him dui
Ing the time IUe course of his
tory was gjgki g .4 prophet of him
The publication of his prophecy a year
later oayjdjf a tremendous sensation,
tni no B mount of explanation from
ti I in could 0 'toy his sudden and in
canny reputation. As for tbe prze. he
bestowed It In charity, which be could
lUTotd to do. for bf that time be had
onie Into hi1 Inheritance.

EVKUKTT HOI IIUOOK.

THE ROMAN COI' Win.OKO HIS KIOHT
STICK.

boards flowed with Roman punch as
the buffetl of the clubs of today pour
out libations of enog. Tin' streets
of Rome were as noisy on New Year's

night ns our streets are now on New
Year's eve. and many a Roman tacked

through them In tbe wee small hours,
singing the Latin prototype of "We
Won't Go Home Till Morning." while
the Roman cop wieldnl his night stick
with all the gusto of tbe modem blue
coat.

New Year's mnsiiuerndors were not
wanting either, and we are told that
one of the favorite amusements of the
day was for the men to attire them-
selves as women and the women to don
masculine garments and thus parade
the city's thoroughfares, lo the dlogUft
of the more dignified, though the sim-

ilarity of the drOOl of the 80X01 must
hnve deprived this proceeding of any
very scandalous feature. Still the li-

cense of the day. with Its feasting and
drinking, so shocked the fathers of the
early church that they chose Jan. 1 as
the OCCOelOU of the celebration of the
feast of the circumcision of our l.ord
and called upon the faithful to cowgre- -

gate In the churches and by their plena
example to shnme the OagUI revelers.
That the rev lers were got. sufficiently
Shaimd Is gflUWU by the f.;ot that as
late as ".",7 A. I the nmncll of Tours
specifically comb mined the pOgOB ob-

servance of New Year's duy. by that
time further corrupted through the In
trodmfion of Hnildhal rite from the
provinces of Oaul and Rrltnln.

The custom of retebftttUOJ the flint
day of the year as the fenst of the two
faced god. Janus, and Rtrenln. the god
d"s of gift, wss Introduced Into Rome
by Tatiao. king of the Bablans. s friend

Tnmmy'n Km Year Rmolnlinn
Jllt before the school closed for the

holidays the teacher nred her pupils
to make at least one good resolution
for the year 1904 A she finished her
remarks a boy in the front seat rai-e- d

bis band.
"Well. Tommy." said the teacher,

"I'm glad you are going to make a
ood reaotuUon, What is it. my boy
"Flea or, tancher, he replied, "I ain't

goin to hit no loy In 1004 that's big-

ger 'n me "

Wenrj Willie In tOOM

Weary idle I've Jesi made free
resolution fur 1!4, an I'm goln' to
keep every one of dem.

V iuorn Watson Ye nln't resolved
to go to work, hev ye. Hill?

Wenry Willie No. Watson. My
dee: In 1904 I ain't goln

to drink vnmpagne. take milk baths

I CONGRATULATE I) OEOIlOlt

Important point. Flowover. let me bear
what you have arrived at as tbe result
Of methodical reasoning."

He took up bis page of memoranda
and ran his ye along the headtng.

1 bee.sin carl." be said, "and de
spite the Interruptions of my regular
work I hart kept the matter more or
less in mind down to this very last
day of the contest. The goajgi proph-
ecy, as you are aware, must be sent In
before midnight. It must bear a catch-
word ai tbe outside of the larger en
relope, and within there must be a
smaller envelope with the real name of
the competitor I bave already pre-
pared my envelopes."

And he held tbero op.
"Now, he continued, "after months

of the moat careful consideration 1

"SHOULD OIHLS PIUU'OHR ?"

'jhflLL you be mine?"
w W He said with eyes

That gave her heart a thrill.
"Ah me." ssvid she.
In great surprise.
"This is so sunncit Wilir or put npjTt de Waldorf 4 'satorts wbfDIt

I'so in Ndn York


